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that Marlborough did was to inform the exiled
Court that if after the death of Queen Anne
England expressed a unanimous wish to bring
back the Stuarts (instead, according to the Act
of Settlement, of bringing in the Electoral family
of Hanover), he personally would not stand in
their way. By this pledge he hoped to safeguard
his own position and ward off a justly merited
revenge for the manner in which he had treated
the unfortunate James II.

This policy of "reinsuring" himself against
the event of a Jacobite Restoration was probably
the dominant motive for Marlborough's pro-
longed secret contacts with the exiled Stuarts.
But there were other motives and in his thirty-
year maintenance of these contacts it is possible
to detect four distinct phases. The first phase
was during the reign of William III, when
Marlborough headed a sort of inchoate opposi-
tion to William and his Dutch favourites. He
then thought that it would do no harm to bring
the English Jacobites into his hotch-potch coali-
tion against the unpopular Dutch ruler. But
when in 1701 William selected Marlborough to
carry on his feud with France the Jacobite con-
nections were at once loosened. Although Marl-
borough continued to inform the Jacobite agents
that " in the proper time and place he will pay
his debt to King James," there was reported
in St. Germains to be "a manifest cooling " on
Marlborough's part, and it was even proposed
that the Pretender should marry one of his
daughters in order presumably to warm him up
again. Berwick himself never seems to have